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A year has passed since our 2015 Biennial Convention. And what a 
year! Throughout the I -K Synodical Women, clusters and units have 
been diligently involved in learning about human trafficking and 
what we can do to help end it. In addition, the Board made a commit-
ment last fall to plan and carry out Boot Camps for all women, 
whether they serve on their unitõs board, their cluster committee, or 
simply want to know more. These Boot Camps have been so well   
received that on April 9, Eva Yeo, Director of Membership, and     
Valora Starr, Director of Discipleship, drove from Chicago to join us 
at our Boot Camp at First English Lutheran in Mishawaka, Indiana.  
In addition, we have been asked to do one in Melbourne, Kentucky, 
on September 24. But, that is not all, the women of Indiana and    
Kentucky have been faithfully and energetically making blankets, 
quilts, prayer shawls, knitted hats and scarves, scrubbies as well as so 
many other things. And, as always, the women have been collecting 
and putting together various kits for LWR, such as personal care kits, 
school kits, baby kits, etc.  

Our biggest event was the service project at the I-K Synod Assembly, 
which was a coordinated effort between the Synod and the I-K Wom-
en of the ELCA. Kenda Dues, our board member for Stewardship 
worked with Heather Apel, Assistant to the Bishop. Together they 
were able to work out the details concerning getting information out, 
finding volunteers, and a time and place. On Friday afternoon, Kenda 
and 27+ volunteers assembled and packed 615 Personal Care Kits in 
one hour. Immediately after this, Kenda saw that the 615 kits + 23 
blankets + 3 sewing kits were loaded onto a van and transported to 
the LWR warehouse in Elgin, Illinois. There they were loaded directly 
into a waiting semi bound for the LWR distribution center in New 
Windsor, Maryland.  

On June 17-18, a group of about 15 women from the I-K Women went 
to the Region 6 Gathering in Perrysburg, Ohio. The theme for the 
event was òDancing with God.ó And yes, there was dancing,  
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Our Purpose Statement  
As a community of wom-
en created in the image of 
God, called to disciple-
ship in Jesus Christ, and  
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we commit our-
selves to grow in  faith, 
affirm our gifts, support 
one another in our call-
ings, engage in    ministry 
and action, and promote 
healing and  wholeness in 
the church, the  society, 
and the world. 
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Board Briefs  
Submitted by:  

Kathy coleman,  
Secretary  

The I-K SWO board met at Resurrection in Indian-

apolis on May 7, 2016. Present: Linda Doerge, 

Kathy Coleman, Pat Hamby, Kenda Dues, guest 

Barb Ault (2017 Convention Chair).                   

Presidentõs Report:  Leadership boot camps that 

were held in April proved successful, and another 

will be held in Sept. at St. Johnõs in Melbourne, KY.  

CWO representative Eva Yeo, who attended in 

Mishawaka, IN, is preparing an article for The In-

terchange about the events. Think about projects 

that we can work on with the WV -Maryland wom-

enõs synodical organization. 

New Business:  

1)  A comprehensive I-K SWO contact list is being 

compiled.  Please be sure to complete the new 

leadership form as well as the new cluster commit-

tee form and send to Board Secretary Kathy Cole-

man.  

2)  Convention 2017 was discussed at length re: 

venues and speakers.  The event will be held in  

South Bend Sept. 15-16.  Churches are urged to 

begin planning to send a voting member and/or 

guests to this important event.   

Other Business:  

We need BOLD  women to serve on the new board 

that will be elected at the convention.  Please 

prayerfully consider this call to mission and help 

us fill our slate.  You may contact any board mem-

ber; their contact information is listed on pg. 7.          

Next board meeting:  August 27  

Church Units Represented 

at the Spring Boot Camps 

Augustana, Elkhart, IN  

Calvary, Angola, IN   

Christ, Louisville, KY    

Christ the King, South Bend, IN   

Faith, Goshen, IN                     

First English, Mishawaka, IN   

Gethsemane, Lexington,KY      

Gloria Dei, South Bend, IN          

Griffith, Griffith, IN        

Hope, Frankfort, KY              

Messiah, Brownsburg, IN            

Mt. Zion, LaGrange, IN               

Resurrection, Indianapolis, IN       

St. Johnôs, Fort Wayne, IN            

St. Johnôs, Napoleon, IN 

 

Thank you for coming!  

We enjoyed meeting all 

of you and teaching you 

more about the Women 

of the ELCA! 

 

Pat Hamby, Linda Doerge and Dorothy Nevils  

at the Spiritual Gathering. 
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(Cont. from Presidents Letter page 1)  especially on Friday evening when the banquet began with 
the Abbaõs song òDancing Queen.ó At the Gathering we enjoyed communing together with Pr. 
Doris Sparks and Pr. Christine Thompson, learning from the book of Jeremiah about reaching 
out in our faith to others, learning about a school in Haiti and about Human Trafficking in our 
Region. Also, we were delighted that we had the opportunity to meet and talk with Valora 
Starr,    Director of Discipleship for Women of the ELCA. And, of course, we all shared     
laughter, tears, and hugs with so many old and new friends.  

Now, the board is getting ready for this fall, which is shaping up with many exciting and new 
things.    JoAnne Flynn, our Bible Study writer, and I along with my friend Sasha Love -        
Higgins, (a Lexington, Kentucky, community activist), are putting together a fall Bible Study 
that looks at how we can reach out and help overcome the problem of Racism. This will be a 
positive Bible Study based on the Greatest Commandment: to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
It will help those who participate to look at their communities and to find ways that they can 
work to resolve this problem in their communities.  

Also, we are beginning to look for people who are willing to serve on the Board for 2017
-2019. Yes, this may seem early to begin looking. But, we do ask everyone to pray and think 
about if this is a calling for them. We especially, need board members for each Cluster. What 
do Board Members do? Well, each one of us represents a Cluster. This is a job where we help, 
and stay in touch with congregational units. In addition, we each work on and coordinate a 
special part of our program e.g. Discipleship, Justice, Stewardship, Social Media, Mission     
Action, Convention, etc. Now is the time to consider if the Spirit is leading you to become a 
leader at the synodical level. 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you this Fall. For now, Blessings to everyone, 
and may you have an especially Fulfilling and Blessed Fall.  

  Linda 

Working for  

Lutheran World  

Relief at Synod  

Assembly 
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It seems that life for this member of the SWO Board, and for the 

others as well, has been very busy since the January 30th Board 

Meeting.  I have had my usual Treasurerõs duties, but then we 

added in the planning meeting for the òBoot Campó program 

materials and presentations, and then  participated  in the      

programs  presented in Indianapolis and Mishawaka, IN and 

Frankfort, KY  on 3 consecutive Saturdayõs in  April.  Then the 

series of Spring Cluster Gatherings began.  I went to the one for the NE Cluster as their 

Board Partner Kenda Dues, had a conflicting Cluster Gathering to attend.  Our Spring  

Board Meeting  on May 7 was a smaller gathering as it too was in conflict with Spring Clus-

ter Gatherings that board members needed to attend.   

It is exciting to see that preparations for our 2017   Biennial Convention  are well underway.  

I am hopeful to reconnect with the Lafayette Cluster  and also hope to reactivate  Cluster 

participation in the Indianapolis and East Central  areas of the synod.  The Board wants to 

help  your units in their efforts to re - energize and  reactivate units and clusters. 

 What a BUSY, BUSY, but rewarding time it has been.  We have wanted to do the òBoot 

Campó leadership program for over two years . It was exciting to finally  do it and to hear 

such positive responses from those attending.  We hope to conduct two more sessions in the 

Fall, one in the South East / East Kentucky  Clusters area as well as one in the Evansville 

Cluster Area.  If you missed the ones in April, you could always attend one in the Fall.  We 

also  thought you might like to know which Congregational Units  attended the Boot 

Camps.  You will find a list on page 2.  Ask them about the experience.  Also, on page 5 you 

will find the names of the church units that gave financially in the first and second quarters.   

It was also wonderful that at Mishawaka, Eva James- Yeo (CWO-Membership) and Valora 

Starr (CWO ð Discipleship)  traveled through the snow,  as did we all that morning, to be 

part of that fellowship.  I want to thank you for your faithful and generous offerings that 

you sent for the first and second quarters.  It is rewarding to me to see your support of our 

efforts to serve you, both on the synodical level as well as the Church Wide Organizational 

level of the Women of the ELCA and beyond.  Your Board recognizes you and thanks you 

for your stewardship!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Pat HambyΣ {²h ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  

 пмл /Ǌƻǎōȅ 5ǊΦΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ Lb псннт  
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First Quarter Financials 
I-K Synodical Women of the ELCA  

Treasurer's Report  

February 1, 2016-April 30, 2016  

ðððððððððððð 

BALANCE 2/1/2016                           $7057.49 

        INCOME  

Regular Offerings $1196.30 

Cluster Offerings    $284.00 

Individual Offerings  205.00     1685.30 

TOTAL                                          $8742.79 

        EXPENDITURES  

Mission - Stewardship  

CWO Regular Offerings  362.49 

CWO Cluster Offerings    162.00 

Special Offering at COP   600.00 

Mission - Discipleship  

KINswoman newsletter 402.77 

Mission - Justice  

Mission Projects   162.00 

Administrative/Governance  

Administrative   402.40               

 

TOTAL                              $2091.66 

BALANCE 4-30-2016     $6651.13 

Church Units That Gave  

Financially in the 1st Quarter 

Calvary, Cromwell, IN 

Faith, Fort Wayne, IN 

Gethsemane, Lexington, KY 

Gloria Dei, Mulberry, IN 

Holy Trinity, New Castle, IN 

Resurrection, Indianapolis, IN 

Shepherd of the Hills Evansville IN 

St. Johnôs, Louisville, KY 

St. Markôs, Albion, IN 

St. Paulôs, Jasper, IN 

Trinity English, Fort Wayne, IN 

Zion, North Manchester, IN 

Church Units That Gave  

Financially in the 2nd Quarter 

Augusta, Hobart, IN 

Christ, Jasper, IN 

Christ, Kokomo, IN 

Gloria Dei, Mulberry, IN 

Holy Trinity, New Castle, IN 

Shepherd of the Hills Evansville IN 

St. Johnôs, Dubois, IN 

St. Johnôs, Fort Wayne, IN 

St. Johnôs, Louisville, KY 

St. Markôs, Albion, IN 

St. Markôs, Batesville, IN 

St. Paulôs, Jasper, IN 

St. Peterôs, Corydon, IN 

St. Peterôs, (Bear Branch) Dillsboro, IN 

Trinity, Linton, IN 

Second Quarter Financials 
I-K Synodical Women of the ELCA  

Treasurer's Report  

May 1, 2016-July 31, 2016  

ðððððððððððð 

BALANCE 5/1/2016                           $6651.13  

        INCOME  

Regular Offerings $1101.40 

Cluster Offerings    $1194.08 

Boot Camp Registration  $195.00  

TOTAL                                          $2490.48  

        EXPENDITURES  

Mission - Stewardship  

CWO Regular Offerings 550.70 

CWO Cluster Offerings  739.04 

Mission - Justice  

Mission Outreach at Spring Gatherings   394.50 

Administrative/Governance  

Administrative  201.15 

 

TOTAL                              $1,885.39 

BALANCE 1-31-2016     $7,256.22 
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ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED. 

(Even if they are new to WELCA!) 

What will you do?  

¶ LEARN about new resources 
¶ LEARN how to simplify your  

       womenõs organization 
¶ LEARN how you relate to the 

Synod 
¶ LEARN where and how to 

send offerings 

Name_______________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________ 

Email________________________________________ 

Registration information  
$5 per person    (includes continental breakfast) 

{ŜƴŘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻΥ 
¢ŀǊȅƴ {ƳƛǘƘ 
ус 9D{ .ƭǾŘΦ 

.ŀǘŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ Lb птллс 

WOMEN OF 

THE ELCA 

Boot camp  

On September 24 at St. Johnõs Melbourne 

5977 Lower Tug Fork Rd. Melbourne, KY  from 9am to 12:30  
This is an opportunity to revitalize your Womenôs Organization. 

Women from IN-KY  that attended the Spiritual Gather in Perrysburg, OH 

  


